The Iowa Learning Farm’s focus is on helping strong
conservationist farmers teach other farmers about systems
that will improve the quality of the soil and water on their
farms while remaining profitable and sustainable.

The Iowa Learning Farm hosted its first Field Days were held on the Smeltzer Farm (top) and the Bruce Manthe

Networking Workshop in March. Farmer farm. ILF sponsored six field days with several hundred guests in atten-
cooperators met with ILF team members dance.

and ISU Extension crop specialists. Pictured
is Bill Buman, ILF farmer cooperator from

Three of the 31 ILF farmer coopera-
tors: Max Schmidt, Howard County;
Barbara Johnson, Page County; and
Bruce Manthe, Plymouth County.
The cooperators are vital in
demonstrating conservation
practices and are also becoming
involved in their communities as
spokespersons for the project.
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ILF farmer cooperator Robert Pridie introduces
Governor Culver to the Iowa Learning Farm proj-
ect at the Conservation Districts of Iowa event in
January in the Capitol Rotunda. ILF team mem-
bers and farmer cooperators presented at numer-
ous events such as this throughout the year.

The rainfall simulator was introduced last year at the Farm
Progress Show. The machine simulates the impact of rain-
drops to various land surfaces when it rains. It is now a fully
funded water quality component to aid in research. The
simulator is portable so it can travel to field days or events.
Those interested in having the simulator at their event
should complete the request form available at www.exten-
sion.iastate.edu/ilf/.

The ILF newsletter
was recognized by the
American Society of
Agronomy (ASA) for
outstanding agronomic
educational material.
The newsletter earned
a Certificate of Excel-
lence at the annual
ASA meeting in Indi-
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Conservation Systems The lowa Learning project was fully staf ed by May 2007.
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Cooperator:
Randy Caviness

“Learning and Exchanging Ideas for Natural Resource Protection”
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